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The session presents an overview of the interest groups involved in the GMO-debate and in 
policy making both on a national level in Poland and Germany and in the European Union 
(Commission, European Parliament, EFSA etc.). We ask not only “who” has the power but 
primarily "how" this power is being used to influence and control the debate and the process 
of policy making. This is remaining intransparent in many cases.

The  starting  point  of  our  session  is  a  situation  that  seems  to  be  paradoxical:  genetic 
engineering is being introduced into agriculture although most of the consumers still do not 
trust genetically modified products and although there is consequently almost no demand for 
them. This seems to be contrary to the principle of supply and demand, one of the main 
principles of market economics.

We ask the following questions:

Why is agricultural biotechnology being introduced despite the inconsistency of supply and 
demand?

What different interests are shaping the debate on GMOs – particularly on

o the cultivation of GMOs in the EU,

o the introduction of GMO (animal feed),

o contaminated food (e.g. rice, flax seed etc.)?

-  Who benefits from the revision of European legislation in the field of GMOs? Who has 
been involved in this debate?

- Does the introduction of genetic engineering contradict the principals of capitalism or does 
it represent them?

What roles do the lack of knowledge and unproved knowledge play in the debate on GMOs?



How are different stakeholders dealing with the possible risk to human health and socio-
ecological systems?

We discuss these questions  in  the context  of the transformation  processes  in Central  and 
Eastern Europe.

Marek Kryda (Indigena) analyses the debate in Poland.  Anna Witowska (Food and Water 
Europe) examines the influence of US-Diplomacy on the introduction of GMOs in Poland and 
in other European countries. The input given by Benedikt Haerlin (Save Our Seeds) focuses 
on the debate in Germany and on the EU-level.

Schedule:

16.30 – 16.50 Introduction of the speakers and the session

16.50 – 17.10 Conflict of interest in the realm of Polish agriculture on it's way to the free 
market economy, Marek Kryda, Indigena

17.10 – 17.30 American diplomats  as GMO advocates in Europe, Anna Witowska, Food 
& Water Europe

17.30 – 18.00 (Interest groups and their influence on the GMO debate and legislation in  
Germany and the EU), Benedikt Haerlin, Save our Seeds

18.00 – 18.30 Discussion
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